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Part I – Multiple Choice    (35 marks)

Record the answers to the following question on the answer sheet provided.  Do not write on this exam paper!!!
1.
The following people were all dictators in totalitarian regimes except… 

a) Hitler

b) Mussolini

c) Franco

d) Churchill

2.
Which political ideology emphasizes individual rights and freedoms the most?
a) conservatism

b) liberalism

c) socialism

d) communism

3.
Which two ideologies like to have governments with a lot of power?
a) conservatism and liberalism

b) conservatism and socialism

c) liberalism and communism

d) socialism and communism

4.
Which ideology rejects social class differences the most?

a) liberalism

b) communism

c) fascism

d) socialism

5.
Which of the following is not a left-wing ideology?
a) equality of income
b) government intervention in the economy

c) support for traditional values

d) supports widened lifestyle choices


6.
Which of the following is not a right-wing ideology?
a) accepting social class divisions
b) individual rights and freedoms

c) more equal distribution of wealth and income

d) limited gov’t intervention in the economy 
7.
The political party that no longer exists because it lost support in both Quebec and Western Canada was the
a) The Reform Party

b) The Conservative Party of Canada

c) The Progressive Conservative Party

d) The Canadian Alliance Party

8.
Canada’s political party that sits anywhere between centre-left, centre, and centre-right is…
a) the Bloc Quebecois

b) the NDP

c) The Conservatives

d) The Liberals

9.
Of the five political ideologies, the two that sit at both ends—the extreme left and the extreme right are…
a) communism and conservatism
b) socialism and liberalism

c) communism and fascism

d) conservatism and socialism

10.
Canada’s political party that is most closely aligned with the socialist ideology is…
a) the Liberals

b) the NDP

c) the Conservatives

d) the Bloc Quebecois

11.
The legislative branch is the branch of government that…
a) enforces the laws

b) interprets the laws

c) creates the laws

d) carries out the laws

12.
The legislative branch of the government consists primarily of…
a) the Supreme Court
b) Parliament

c) Cabinet

d) Canada’s elected leader

13.
The main purpose of the Senate is to…

a) review and refine bills passed by the House of Commons

b) slow down the government

c) stop a socialist takeover of property

d) have a place where the prime minister can reward his friends.

14.
Which of the following best describes the position of the governor general in Canada’s government?

a) Head of State in Canada
b) The most power person our government

c) The representative of the British monarch

d) Canada’s elected leader

15.
Who generally presents a bill to the government in order for it to become law?
a) judges
b) the Senate

c) the Governor General

d) the Cabinet

16.
What is the role of the Speaker in the House of Commons?
a) to read the Speech from the throne

b) to oversee the impartial operation of the House of Commons (like a referee)

c) to keep the Senate informed about any bills debated in the House of Commons

d) to act as a liaison between the media and Parliament

17.
How is party solidarity shown in the House of Commons?
a) members vote according to their conscious

b) members vote as their party has decided in caucus
c) members who cannot agree with their party are absent

d) none of the above

18.
The major role of Cabinet is to…
a) initiate non-money bills
b) determine and initiate government policy

c) advise the Senate

d) comply with the wishes of the prime minister.

19.
Which one of the following terms refers to a law in the making?
a) act 

b) bill

c) law

d) statute

20.
Who does the governor general ask to form a government after a general election?
a) the person who gained the most votes

b) the previous prime minister

c) the leader of the party that gained the most votes

d) the leader of the party that won the most seats in the House of Commons

21.
The phrase cabinet solidarity means that the cabinet…
a) is united on all issues
b) is extremely solid

c) presents a united front to the public and the House of Commons

d) is made up of solid, respectable citizens

22.
Who chooses the members of the Cabinet?
a) the governor general
b) the leader of the Senate

c) the party caucus

d) the prime minister

Use the above diagram for Questions 23, 24, &25

23.
Letter A indicates…

a) the Supreme Court of Canada

b) the Senate

c) the Cabinet

d) the Governor General

24.
Letter B indicates…

a) the Cabinet

b) the Civil Service

c) the House of Commons

d) the Senate

25.
Letter C in both federal and provincial government indicates…

a) the Cabinet

b) the Civil Service

c) the House of Commons

d) the Senate

26.
The provincial government has a similar structure to the federal government except…

a) there is no Senate and there is a lieutenant governor instead of a governor general
b) there is no legislative chamber and there is a governor instead of a lieutenant governor

c) there is a Senate and there is a lieutenant governor instead of a governor general

d) there is no opposition and no lieutenant governor

27.
Which of the following tells why a majority government will always win votes in the House of Commons?
a) party members all believe in the same ideas

b) party loyalty

c) party members are paid to vote the party line

d) party members who do not vote the party line are kicked out of House of Commons

28.
What is a constituency?
a) the texture of material

b) a province in Canada

c) any region governed by the federal government

d) a region that elects a member of the government

29.
Which of the following is a basic principle of civil disobedience?
a) should only be directed against minor laws

b) should not involve violence

c) should not involve large groups of people

d) should not involve any action that could result in arrest.

30.
Patronage is the government giving…
a) money to the poor and needy

b) bribes to the contractors

c) jobs to its friends

d) special grants to francophone activities

31.
What do special interest groups try to do in Ottawa?
a) always support the loyal opposition

b) persuade the government to pass laws favouring their causes

c) get lots of publicity

d) try to bribe the MPs to help them.

32.
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was passed by the…
a) The government of Britain

b) The government of Canada

c) The United Nations

d) Amnesty International


33.
What was the first Canadian human rights legislation?


a)
The Indian Act


b)
The Universal Declaration of Human

Rights


c)
The Canadian Bill of Rights


d)
The Charter of Rights and Freedoms

34.
Which Prime Minister was responsible for the Bill of Rights?

a)
John Diefenbaker


b)
John A. Macdonald


c)
Pierre Trudeau


d)
Brian Mulroney

35.
Which Prime Minister was responsible for the Charter of Rights and Freedoms?


a)
John Diefenbaker


b)
John A. Macdonald


c)
Pierre Trudeau


d)
Brian Mulroney

Part II – True and False    (15 marks)
Record a “T” on the answer sheet if the statement is true, an “F” if the statement is false.

  1.
Parliament only has to have one session per year.
  2.
Each federal constituency or riding is approximately the same size physically—the number of people in


each riding doesn’t matter.

  3.
Our provincial representatives are called Members of Parliament or MPs.

  4.
Ontario alone holds more than half of the total number of seats in the House of Commons.

  5.
The official opposition in the House of Commons is the political party that holds the second largest number of seats.
  6.
The ruling or governing political party has a minority government if at least half their members are women, or men whose families immigrated to Canada less than two generations ago.
  7.
While in caucus, members of the same party can disagree with their party’s position on an issue, but if they do not agree in public, they must resign from the party.
  8.
The Senate’s main role is to provide “sober second thought” to any laws passed in the House of Commons.
  9.
The Governor General appoints all the cabinet members in the federal government and the Lieutenant Governor appoints all the cabinet members at the provincial level.
10.
The employees of the civil service or public service are considered the face of government because for most citizens, civil servants are the only contact they will ever have with the government.
11.
Of all the provinces in Canada, Newfoundland has the least number of seats in the House of Commons.
12.
In Canada, citizens do not directly choose the Prime Minister.

13.
Prior to 1982, the Canadian government regularly violated the human rights of Canadian citizens.
14.
The federal government can’t limit our freedom of thought, but it can limit our freedom of expression.
15.
The Charter of Rights and Freedoms was the first piece of legislation Canada had to protect our human rights.
Part III –  (9 marks)
Put the following sentences into the correct order to tell how Mr. Larson’s bill finally became a law.
A.
At a cabinet meeting with other Ministers, Mr. Larson presented the seadoo problem and its solution.  The Cabinet discussed the issue and felt it was a good idea for a bill.

B.
Mr. Larson’s bill was then sent to the Senate for three more readings.  They liked the bill the way it was and voted on it.  The bill was passed by the Senate.

C.
Mr. Larson, Canada’s Minister of Transportation, had received many letters from cottagers complaining about very young children and teenagers driving seadoos recklessly on Canada’s lakes and rivers.

D.
Mr. Larson wrote a bill that said each seadoo driver must be sixteen years or older, participate in a seadoo handling course and purchase a yearly licence to operate the vehicle.  The bill was read in the House of Commons to inform all the MPs about the new law.

E.
The changes were made to the bill and it was returned to the House of Commons for a third reading.  The bill was discussed again and then the MPs voted whether or not it should be a law.

F.
He presented this problem at a meeting with his department workers.  He also surveyed provincial police across Canada and found out that many young children and teenagers had been hurt or killed because they were too young to handle the vehicle or they did not drive it safely.  Mr. Larson and his workers decided that seadoo drivers must be sixteen years or older, trained how to handle the vehicle properly and required to purchase a seadoo licence yearly.

G.
The MPs discussed the bill for several hours and decided to accept the idea.

H.
The Governor General then signed Mr. Larson’s bill making it a law.

I.
Mr. Larson’s bill then went to a committee made up of different party MPs.  They carefully read each line of the bill and suggested some changes.

Part IV – Written Response    (15 marks each)
A.
Describe the political spectrum in one paragraph.  Include as much of the following in your description: Describe the concepts of left wing, centre, and right wing in terms of a) type of gov’t (totalitarian vs. democracy), type of economy (capitalism vs. communism), level of gov’t intervention in the economy, position on social programs, and position on human rights.

B.
Describe the Canadian Bill of Rights legislation and the Charter of Rights and Freedoms—discuss their similarities and differences.    Explain the significance of the “notwithstanding clause,” “the amending formula,” and “Section 1 of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms” in terms of our human rights protections in Canada.

