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Effects of WWI in Canada
Canadian troops were involved in WWI as part of the British Empire, and played an important role in the Allied victory.  Canadians gained worldwide respect on the battlefields of Europe for their bravery and skill.  Meanwhile, the war on the home front led to long-term changes to the Canadian economy and society.  Although WWI marked an important step towards Canada’s independence from Britain, it served to create further tensions between French and English Canadians.
· Before the war, Canada, in the view of many, still belonged to Britain.  Because of Canada’s contribution to the Allied victory, A process began that would see Canada become an independent nation.  To start, at the Paris peace conferences Canada was given a separate seat and a separate signature from Britain.  Eventually Canada was also given a separate seat in the League of Nations, which later became the United Nations.

· Because Canada’s young men were off fighting in Europe, women were needed to work in the factories.  They gained recognition as workers because they were able to work at jobs that were traditionally held by men.  As a result, Canadian women gained the federal the federal vote in 1917 (Military Voters Act & Wartime Elections Act)

· Canadian troops gained recognition for battle victories (Vimy Ridge and Passchendale).
· After the war, Canada’s population increased due to immigration.
· Canada also experienced significant economic growth during and after the war.  During the war, Canada’s industries boomed as they were converted to produce the items needed by the soldiers in Europe.  After the war, they was an increased demand for Canadian resources.
· The war cost the Canadian government 3 billion dollars—In order to pay for the war, the Canadian government introduced income tax as a temporary measure to raise money.  However, income tax is still being collected to this day.

· The issue of conscription deepened the differences between the French and English Canadians.  The French felt no patriotic connection to Britain or France.

Effects of WWII in Canada
By the end of the 1930s, Canadians had lived through a decade of hard times (The Great Depression).  As in WWI, Canada’s involvement in WWII brought about significant changes in Canadian society.  First the onset of war sent Canadians back to work.  Almost overnight, the economy was back at full production and expanding.  As the war progressed, women played an increasing role in the economy, and relations between French and English Canadians became strained once again.  Furthermore, racial tensions within Canada became evident as Japan entered the war two years later.  Finally, Canada’s participation as a sovereign nation in WWII served to enhance Canada’s international reputation as a middle power in the years to follow.
· Canada’s economy grew due to all of its contributions to the war effort.  By 1945, the Canadian economy was booming, even though debt from the war was over 10 billion dollars.
· Industrial and manufacturing grew to overtake agriculture as the most important economic sector in Canada.

· Canada gained an international reputation and established itself as a middle power (smaller than a great power, but wealthier than smaller or poorer nations), taking on a more active global role.  Canada was ready to play an important an important part in creating the UN, and as an important middle power in the postwar international community.
· Canadian troops were recognized for their numerous contributions to the war (Dieppe, Hong Kong, D-Day in Normandy France, Liberation of Holland).
· Prime Minister King averted a conscription crisis, and therefore French-English relations were merely strained, not broken. (remember article “Attack on Estevan Point”)

· The Canadian gov’t intervened more frequently in the lives of Canadians, and the social safety net was further strengthened.
· The contributions of black and aboriginal peoples, as well as other minority groups in WWII advanced the cause of civil rights in Canada.

· Women achieved greater recognition for their contributions to the war effort.
· Canada became a more tolerant nation, as it eventually agreed to accept displaced persons and refugees from Europe

A Threat to Canadian Unity: French/English Relations
There have been many events in Canada’s history that threatened to divide Canada along French/English lines. Metis leader Louis Riel was executed for leading the Northwest Rebellion in 1885; Prime Minister Laurier compromised French interests in the Manitoba Schools controversy, the Boer War, and the Naval Crisis; and Quebec became dissatisfied with conscription in both world wars.
· The Hanging of Louis Riel – The hanging of Louis Riel for his part in the Northwest Rebellion had a great impact on Canada as a whole.  It inflamed English-French tensions almost everywhere. 
· The Attachment to Britain – The attachment that many English-speaking Canadians felt towards Britain, created tensions with French-Canadians.  As a result, Prime Minister Laurier was forced to make a number of compromises—he tried to find solutions that would satisfy both sides.  Three issues where Laurier compromised: 1)  The Manitoba Schools Question (a crisis over French-Catholic rights outside Quebec.  The Manitoba gov’t said it would only fund English public schools whereas, between 1870-1896, it funded both English-protestant and French-catholic schools).  2) The Boer War (Britain asked Canada to send an army to South Africa to fight the Boers for the right to gold and diamond mines)  3) The Naval Issue (Britain was concerned that Germany was challenging its naval supremacy.  Britain asked Canada to build naval ships and give them to Britain.)  Neither side was satisfied with Laurier’s compromises which left French-English relations in Canada strained.
· The Quiet Revolution – while English Canada was seeing great changes in the 20th century, French premiere Maurice Duplesis fought to keep the changes from entering Quebec.  By the 1960s, Quebecers were ready for a change.  Jean Lesage campaigned under the slogan “Maitres chez nous”—masters of our own house.  He was not seeking independence for Quebec, but he wanted more control over decisions affecting its future.  Quebec went through a period of rapid changes/modernization which we now refer to as “The Quiet Revolution.”  Lesage sought special status for Quebec in order to protect the French language and culture.  The largest, most drastic change in Quebec was the growth of French nationalism—French Canadians became “Quebecois.”
· The Official Languages Act – In 1969, PM Trudeau signed the Official Languages Act, giving all Canadians the legal right and ability to deal with the federal gov’t in either French or English—Canada became bilingual.  In addition, all products sold in Canadian stores had to be labeled in both languages.  English Canadians resented this Act claiming the gov’t was forcing French onto them.
· The October Crisis (the FLQ Crisis) – The FLQ was a radical separatist group that believe Quebec had no future as part of Canada.  They were trained by revolutionaries from Cuba and received additional guerrilla training in selective assassination from Palestinian commandos in Jordan.  From 1963-1970 they targeted English-owned businesses, banks, universities and homes of prominent English-Canadians.  By 1970, many FLQ members were in jail.  Then in October 1970, the FLQ kidnapped British Trade Commissioner James Cross and Quebec’s Minister of Labour, Pierre Laporte and then made their demands to the federal government: read the FLQ Manifesto over the radio, transport five FLQ terrorist to Cuba in exchange for Cross’ release. 
· Bill 101 – Bill 101 became known a the Charter of French Language Bill because it required that French be the language used by governments, courts, and businesses in Quebec, and that commercial signs be displayed in French only.  Bill 101 created enormous backlash within Quebec and across the country.  As a result, many English businesses left Quebec for other parts of Canada.
· Quebec’s 1980 Referendum – The first of two referendums on the issue of separating from Canada.  This 1980 referendum asked the citizens of Quebec for permission to negotiate sovereignty-association with the federal gov’t of Canada.  The proposal was that Quebec would be an independent state, with control over its own taxes, social policies, citizenship and immigration, but would maintain close economic ties with the rest of Canada.  Quebec voted no after PM Trudeau promised the people of Quebec a new constitutional arrangement if the referendum was defeated.
· Constitution Act, 1982 – To patriate the constitution, Trudeau wanted the agreement of all 10 provinces.  However, every proposal was defeated when Quebec refused to accept anything that didn’t give them a veto power.  Frustrated, after another defeat, Trudeau decided to go ahead without Quebec’s approval.  When the other provinces and the federal government reached an agreement, Quebec felt betrayed, and would not sign Canada’s new constitution—The Constitution Act, 1982.
· The Meech Lake Accord – In 1987, PM Mulroney and all ten premiers met at Meech Lake to change the constitution to include Quebec.  The Meech Lake Accord was Mulroney’s attempt to create constitutional harmony by bringing Quebec into the fold.  All ten premiers reached a tentative agreement at Meech Lake.  Thus began a 3-year-race to get unanimous consent from Ottawa and the other nine provinces, but this was not to happen.  English-Canadians would not agree to Quebec’s status as a “distinct society” because it would be left for the courts to interpret what that meant—and nobody could predict how the courts would rule.  In addition, Native people and women who have also struggled with equality rights, felt that they were also distinct societies and should be recognized as such.
· The Charlottetown Accord – With the failure of the Meech Lake Accord, Quebec’s signature was still missing from Canada’s constitution.  So, in 1992, Canada tried again to have Quebec included in Canada’s Constitution.  The Charlottetown Accord tried to include those things Canadians thought was missing in the Meech Lake Accord, but in the end, only 4 of 10 approved the proposal.
· Quebec’s 1995 Referendum – The failure of both the Meech Lake Accord and the Charlottetown Accord left many French Canadians feeling that the rest of Canada was indifferent to their wishes.  So, in 1995, the Quebec separatists held another referendum.  This time the issue was full sovereignty—not sovereignty-association as it was in 1980.  This time the “no” side won by only 1%.  Quebec promised to have another referendum some day when they were sure they could win.  This day has not yet come.
Canada, Immigration, and Multiculturalism
At the turn of the 20th century in Canada, people were settling the West and industries were booming in the cities.  Canada had many important trading partners in the British Empire.  Canada was becoming an attractive choice for immigrants looking for a place to start a new life.
· Between 1901 and 1914, Canada’s population jumped from five million to nearly 8 million people.  Most of the drastic population growth was the result of immigration.  This growth in immigration was due to PM Laurier’s aggressive pursuit for immigrants.  With a booming economy, Canada needed more labourers and farmers than were available in Canada.  There was a strong demand for Canadian wheat and not enough farmers.  Clifford Sifton was put in charge of immigration and he developed what is called an open-door immigration policy—anyone wanting in could probably get in.  Sifton made it easy for immigrants to stake out their own homesteads.  To get the immigrants here, he mounted a huge advertising campaign aimed mostly at the U.S. and Eastern Europe because they knew the climate and the dryland farming methods need for the Canadian prairies.  Sifton advertised the pull-factors that would pull immigrants to Canada—Canada had many work opportunities in primary and secondary industries, and people were free to practice their own religion and enjoy the many other freedoms of a democratic society.
· As a result of the massive immigration of the early 1900s, Canada was becoming a multicultural country.  However, in spite of Canada welcoming people from diverse countries, certain ethnic groups were the victims of discrimination.  Canadian immigration regulations were particularly discriminatory against East Indians and Asians.  In 1906, the Canadian gov’t amended the Immigration Act and introduced a continous-journey regulation.  Immigrants were now required to arrive in Canada from the country of which they were natives with a ticket purchased in that country.  However, since no shipping company offered direct passage from India to Canada, the new law effective banned immigrants from India—this law stayed in effect until 1947.  
· Chinese immigration to Canada began in the middle of the 19th century due in part to the Cariboo Gold Rush.  Later on, Chinese were brought in to help build the CPR.  As soon as the railway was completed, the Canadian gov’t passed a bill which charged a $50 Head Tax to every person of Chinese origin who entered the country.  By 1900, the Head Tax was increased to $100 and then in 1903, to $500.  This was equivalent to two years wages at the time.  In total, the Canadian government collected $23 million through the Head Tax.  In 1923, the Canadian Parliament passed the Chinese Immigration Act, which excluded all but a few Chinese from entering Canada.
· Just prior to WWII, many Jewish people were desperate to leave Germany.  The ocean liner called the St Louis presented an opportunity for Canada to accept some of these Jewish people fleeing Germany.  The Canadian government determined that these refugees would not make good settlers, so they were turned away and forced to return to Germany.   Many of these people died later on in concentration camps.
· Canada officially opened up to more immigrants after WWII—particularly for war brides and displaced persons fleeing a war-torn Europe.  Though in 1952, the gov’t decided that the practice of barring immigrants from Canada based on their ethnic origin would continue.
· By the mid-1950s Canada’s immigration door swung wide-open again as our demand for immigrant labour was extremely high.

· In 1976, the Trudeau government implemented the Citizenship Act, 1976 which eliminated gender discrimination, and granted citizenship to children of overseas marriages when the mother was Canadian (previously this was only granted to a father that was Canadian).  The Citizenship Act also required adequate knowledge of one of the two official languages of Canada before a landed immigrant could become a Canadian citizen.
· The Immigration Act of 1978 reduced barriers to immigration and gave the provinces a new role in immigration policy.  New immigrants were welcome regardless of colour, religion, or country of origin.  With these new changes, more immigrants arrived from Asia and the West Indies.  In order to combat any growing racial tensions, the Trudeau government acted quickly by adopting a policy of multiculturalism.
· By the 1990s, Canada was a truly multicultural nation.  However, some people continued to experience prejudice and discrimination.  By the 1980s, Canada had implemented human rights legislation, and in 1982, the Charter of Rights and Freedoms which guaranteed equality for all.  The official Canadian policy of multiculturalism, the Canadian Multiculturalism Act, was adopted in 1987 and recognized all Canadians as full and equal participants in Canadian society.  Multiculturalism ensures that “all citizens can keep their identities, can take pride in their ancestry and have a sense of belonging.

