Maus Essay Topics
Assignment: Choose on of the following topics and write a 5 paragraph essay 
DUE TURSDAY DECEMBER 20th
1. Though the author was born in Sweden after the end of the Holocaust, the events have nevertheless had a profound effect on his life. Discuss the nature of these effects and why the Holocaust remains such a formative event.
2. Maus is written in the rather unconventional form of a graphic novel. Is this format an effective means of telling a Holocaust narrative? How might it differ from a more conventional Holocaust narrative?
3. Discuss Art's portrayal of his father. Is it a fair portrayal? What feelings does Art have about this portrayal?
4. Throughout Maus, Art is consumed with guilt. Discuss these different forms of guilt. How do they relate to one another? How do they differ?
5. Maus is not about experiencing the Holocaust but surviving its impact. Agree or Disagree.
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]Discuss how ‘Maus’ uses style and artistic devices to add meaning and story beyond the dialogue and narrative. ​
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Essay Rubric

Category Description Value
o Attracts reader interest, sets tone of essay
Introductory | « Establishes the context for the essay by explaining time, place and
Paragraph: circumstance of the Holocaust
Set Up +  Introduces reader to the graphic novel and film to be analyzed /05
o Sets up the essay topic which will be analyzed
+ Directly responds to the essay topic
Introductory | + Strong, well-developed statement that clearly states the purpose and
Paragraph: direction of your essay
Thesis + Uses universal not personal language (e.g., does not include words I, me,
Statement my” or “you, your” ) /03
«Reads smoothly; no distracting mechanical errors
+ Examples and details included are factually accurate, relevant, and
Content: effectively support the thesis
Body +  Essay includes numerous clearly-explained examples from Maus and
Paragraphs Schindler’s List which demonstrate an understanding of the Holocaust /25
and its impact on those who experienced it
+ Includes restatement of thesis, not necessarily word for word
Concluding e des res o
Paragraph. | ° Highlights key points of essay /05
« Leaves reader with a sense of closure
+ Ideas are organized and well-sequenced (use of § structure)
Weitin «+  Each body { begins with clear topic sentence which lays out what the
ut! writer’s focus will be in the paragraph
Quality «  Topic sentences set up the details that will follow
and «  Genre-specific vocabulary included when appropriate
Overall
Impression | ¢  Closing sentences of cach body § connect back to thesis statement
+  Paragraphs and sentences flow smoothly throughout essay /15
e« Writing mechanics /conventions are accurate
+ Submitted essay is typed, spell checked
+  MLA guidelines are followed; page numbers properly cited
Formatting | | ) draft is uploaded to turnitin no later than two days after the due

date

Total Points
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