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~ Is a policy of extending control or authority over foreign entities as a means of acquisition and/or maintenance of empires. 

This is either through direct territorial conquest or settlement, or through indirect methods of exerting control on the politics and/or economy. 

The term is used to describe the policy of a nation's dominance over distant lands, regardless of whether the nation considers itself part of the empire. 

The "Age of Imperialism" usually refers to the Old Imperialism period starting from 1860, when major European states started colonizing the other continents.

The term 'Imperialism' was initially coined in the mid to late 1500s [1] to reflect the policies of countries such as Britain and France's expansion into Africa, and the Americas.

In Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism, Lenin argued that capitalism necessarily induced imperialism in order to find new markets and resources. This theory of necessary expansion of capitalism outside the boundaries of nation-states was has been extended by Marxist scholars to be a synonym of capitalistic international trade and banking.  The everlasting search for new markets and new capital.

Imperialism draws heavy criticism on the grounds that historically it has been frequently employed for economic exploitation in which the imperialist power makes use of other countries as sources of raw materials and cheap labor, shaping their economies to suit its own interests, and keeping their people in poverty. 

When imperialism is accompanied by overt military conquest of non-human rights abusing nations, it is also seen as a violation of freedom and human rights. Many instances of this have been recorded throughout Asia, Africa, and Europe, notably among the poor countries that contain many of the much needed resources for the colonizer.

Source:  Wikipedia
