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What defines us as Canadians today? What are Canadians known for?

WHAT WAS CANADA LIKE

AT THE START OF THE TWENTIETH CENTURY?

Society

· Saskatchewan and Alberta were new provinces (1905)

· Canada’s pop. in 1911 was 7.2m (32m today)

· most Canadians lived on farms or in small villages

· people influenced by attitudes of Victorian England – moral strictness

· far fewer government services – eg. no welfare, medicare, E.I.

· death penalty enforced for some crimes

· women had few legal rights, divorce was rare

· women couldn’t vote – suffragists struggled to gain this right

A British Nation

· Canada was a country (1867) but Britain still controlled our foreign affairs – eg. the Alaska Boundary Dispute (1903)

· Canada was part of the British Empire and most English-Canadians considered themselves British – eg. support for Britain in the Boer War (1899-1902)

· French-Canadians tended to be nationalists – Canada should be more independent from Britain – eg. opposition to involvement in Boer War

· language rights were an issue – rights to French-language instruction in Man., Sask.,  and Alb. Catholic schools was lost

