Annotating Poetry
Annotating is the act of marking up a text to bring attention to words, phrases, and structure that may have some importance to the overall mood or theme of a poem.

Steps to Annotate a Poem

1. Initial reading of the poem. Write any questions that pop into your head while doing the initial reading.

2. Identify any words that you do not understand and look them up. Write the definitions on the poem.

3. Discover and mark rhyme scheme using a new letter for each end rhyme within the poem.

4. Count the amount of syllables in each line and mark the number at the end of the line. 

5. Identify figurative language used within the poem. Think about the literal meaning of each figurative device.

6. Identify sound devices such as alliteration, assonance, and consonance. How does it impact the text?

7. Identify text that is repeated. Is there any reason the author would repeat the text?

8. Look closely at punctuation. Does it reveal anything about the speaker of the poem? (Example: Does it make them seem rambling, confident, nervous?)
9. Circle any words that are impactful or interesting. Determine connotative meaning. Are their any patterns? What does it reveal about the speaker’s attitude towards the topic?

10. Reread the poem. If you are still having a hard time understanding the poem, repeat the annotation process!

Questions you should be able to answer after annotating a poem:
1. What is the theme of the poem?

2. What kind of strategies does the author use to point out the theme?

3. What is the mood of the poem? 

4. What kind of strategies does the author use to make the mood clear?

5. How does the figurative language impact the poem as a whole?

6. How does the punctuation/number of syllables/ rhyme scheme impact the poem as a whole?

"Lucy In The Sky With Diamonds"
Picture yourself in a boat on a river
With tangerine trees and marmalade skies
Somebody calls you, you answer quite slowly
A girl with kaleidoscope eyes

Cellophane flowers of yellow and green
Towering over your head
Look for the girl with the sun in her eyes
And she's gone

Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Aaaaahhhhh...

Follow her down to a bridge by a fountain
Where rocking horse people eat marshmellow pies
Everyone smiles as you drift past the flowers
That grow so incredibly high

Newpaper taxis appear on the shore
Waiting to take you away
Climb in the back with your head in the clouds
And you're gone

Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Aaaaahhhhh...

Picture yourself on a train in a station
With plasticine porters with looking glass ties
Suddenly someone is there at the turnstyle
The girl with the kaleidoscope eyes

Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Aaaaahhhhh...
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Aaaaahhhhh...
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
Lucy in the sky with diamonds
In a formal 6-8 sentence paragraph, explain what you think this song is about. Be sure to use 3 examples and 2 quotes in your answer.
